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: Characteristics, advantages and disadvantages of our water availability/scarcity approach. 2
Our water scarcity approach Advantages Disadvantages
Only renewable surface and groundwater Does not add uncertainty by the unknown evolution of these sectors.
Assumes that high energy consumption and investment costs may limit to a certain degree these potentials.
Might be pessimistic for countries that already use these options, like Israel and Spain. A. Definition of the study area and irrigated areas 1 Defining the Mediterranean region is a complex task and a topic that has originated a lot of scientific 2 discussions (e.g. Médail & Quézel 1997 1 ). For this study we take a very simple approach aiming to 3 combine socioeconomic and geographical criteria. First, we assumed that following countries belong 4 to the Mediterranean region: Portugal, Spain, France, Italy, Greece, Morocco, Algeria, Tunisia, Libya, 5
Egypt, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Croatia, Cyprus, Israel, Lebanon, Macedonia, Montenegro, 6
Serbia, Slovenia, Syria and Turkey. And second, we selected river basins from the dataset DDM30 7 (Döll and Lehner, 2002) 2 that are totally or partly situated in these countries, independently of the 8 location of the river mouth. 
